
ANOTHER VICTORY FOR JAPAN'S "GRAND OLD MAN

Leaders

Japan on March 25 panned through
a generul I'lcotloii which created In-

terest all ovi--r the world for the
reason that It was in effect a
test of the strength of Count
Okuma, the l'rlmo Minister, whose
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Hon might militate against success,
and he suggests that a leader bo
chosen from among such men as Cipt.
C. T. Peterson, who picked up Capt.
Bartlett on the coast of Siberia; Olaf
Swensbn of the King nnd Wlnge, who
Tcscued the men from Wrangel Isl-
and, and Cnpt. Martin Andersen, whose
forother Is out on the Ice with Stef-
ansson.

Mr. McConnell thinks that these
thrco men certainly should bo In tho
rescue party, nnd that a leader should
be chosen of their calibre, although
the aeronautic work, the actual Hying
over tho Ice wastes would Jiavo to bo
under the leadership and command
of an experienced aeroplane expert.

Heforo tho Karluk was carried
away to her doom a party of six men
eet out from the ship, crossed the ice
to the nearest land and started to
bunt caribou for fresh meat for the
ship's company. In the limiting party
were Stefansson, Jenness, WT.kins,
McConnell and two Ksklmos. While
they were on shore, at tho end of four
days, they learned that the Knrluk
had drifted westward with tho ice.

Unable to return to the ship and be-
lieving that It would soon be In safe
waters, tho hunting party went to
Point Harrow, where Stefansson pur-
chased a complete outfit for each man

a distance of 175 miles covered in
nine days. Then they went to Col-llns-

l'olnt, some three hundred miles
further cast, arriving there December
16, 1914. In January Stefansson mado
a trip to Fort Macpherson, somo 300
miles, nnd returned In March for an
exploration Journey over tho Ico to
Martin's Point.

This party, consisting of Stefansson,
lx men nnd four dog teams, left Mar-

tin's Point on March 22. Meanwhile
McConnell had gone ba.ck to Point
Harrow for the mall and returned to
IMartln's Point late on March 22, find-

ing that the others had gone on ahead
without waiting for him. So McCon-
nell set out on foot and was able to
overtake Stefansson and his com-
panions the next day.

From that date. March 23, until
April. 7 McConnell was with Stefans-o- n,

travelling out over tho Ice. On
April 7 Stefansson 'took Andersen and
Storkensen, said good-b- y to the others
and went on Into the unknown north.
Thus Mr. McConnell was one of those
who last raw him alive. Tim Spnuay
Bun herewith reproduces the final
photograph of Stefansson nnd his two
companions, made that day as they
turned their hacks on the world and
went northward Into the unknown
and unexplored region.

In duo time, McConnell and tho
others returned to land nnd made their
way to civilization. When McConnell
ascertained from Capt. Uartlett that
survivors of tho wrecked Karluk were
In desperate need at Wrangel Island
ho disregarded the ways of diplomatic
proceduro and the Canadian Govern-
ment as well, prevailed upon Olaf
flwenson to sail with the King nnd
Wlnge to Wrarmel Island nnd got
there when the other rescue ships
failed.

The Stefansson expedition was sent
out by the Canadian Government,
Which financed It.

An inquiry directed to the Canadian
Government as to what steps aro be-

ing taken to relieve Stefansson has
brought tho following communication,
of date April 27, from G. J. Desbarats,
Deputy Minister of Naval Service of
the1 Dominion Government:

"I am In receipt of your letter of
the 23d Inquiring as to tho steps the
Canadian Government nro taking to
rescue your personal friend Stefans-eo- a

nnd ten other missing men.
'llf by them ten men you are refer-

ring to the memliers of tho Canadian
expedition now on the Arctic ohorcs of
Canada, I may say that while tho last
news received from this party was
dated In tho beginning of September
last there Is no reason to anticipate,
that any misfortune has befallen tho
party. Stefansson himself left tho
party and with, two companions start-
ed on a trip northward over tho Ice.
Ills plans were either for Immedlato
return, which evidently proved Impos-
sible, or In tho alternative provided
for spending the summer on the Ico
and then returning either to tho shores
of Hanks Iand or the main Arctic
ahore. Heforo he left ho arranged that
ono of tlm vessels of tho expedition
should In tho summer of 1914 pro-
ceed along tho coast of HankH Land,
establishing depots and erecting bea-
cons for his guidance on his return
Journey; this was being dono at tho
date of our last advices.

"Tho party now in tho North lmH at
its disposal three vessels of tho typo
usually lined for trading nnd hunting
purposes In thoso regions., and, If
KtoXnnHson has not returned by now,

5s

of Okuma's party, which won.

great popularity growing out of
the war with Russia has ttyis far re-

sisted all the machinations of his po-

litical enemies. The results showed
that Count Okuma's star has no( yet
set In Japan and his party was re

these, vessels will ns soon a naviga-
tion opens organize n search party to
ascertain the wherealoutH of the ex-
plorer. Theso vea.ol. nro manned by
men who have hnd experience of
Arctic navigation and are well equip-
ped with stores and provisions.

"I trust that Stefansson has re-

turned from his explorations beforo
this, but. if not, the resources nt tho
disposal of his party would seem quite
sulllclent for the organization of a
proper search party."

One of the things that McConnell
brought back with 'him In safety is his
diary, and from It are taken the fol-
lowing extracts giving a picture of
tho happenings on April 7, when Stef-
ansson started on his Journey to tho
norrhwost:

"Tuesday, April 7 Eleventh camp,
seventeenth day out. Andersen pre-jure- d

another delicious breakfast of
seal liver and bacon, with chocolato
and biscuits. We have been limiting
ourselves to one biscuit per meal re-
cently in order that the Ice party may
have n good supply.

"Johansen took a sounding after
breakfast and found ISO fathoms. lie
wanted Stefansson 4o sciid a party
south under Storkensen and another
north under 'himself, but tho chief
was afraid of getting separated from
his men again, I think, as he would
not send them away from camp. There
was lots of time to have done this in,
nnd every one was willing to go.

"This Is a very Interesting spot, th'.s
continental shelf, nnd I would like to
see the professor get a full series of
soundings before he goes ashore, ns
ho has not been able to secure much
scientific data to offset what he char-
acterizes as the 'hardships' of the
trip. Going abruptly from 30 nnd
35 to 70, 119 a ISO fathoms Is
enough to muko even an ordinary
man sit up and take notice.

"Thero was very little to do, as
wo were all waiting for Stefansson to
finish his writing. Storkensen took an
observation "0 degrees 20 minutes
4 seconds north latitude. 140 degrees
30 minutes 7 seconds west longitude,
so we will probably land on Canadian
soil If a southeast wind does not
carry us west.

"I went over to the open water
while we were waiting nnd killed a
couple of spills. Was unable, to land
one of them, as ho sank !efore I could
throw the Jig Into 'him. This Jig Is
very handy for pulling In senls, but
one must hecomo expert In throw-
ing it.

"It Is mado of a piece of hard and
knotty wood ns n rule, nnd Is about
four nnd one-ha- lf inches in diameter
nnd seven or eight Inches long, shaped
like an egg. Into this nre set three
or four halibut hooks or large flsh- -

The Belvedere frozen in for
the winter at Point Barrow,
Alaska.

hooks, Heourely fastened with wire.
The ideco of wood Is sent through
tho nlr with tho same motion ns that
used tiy David probably when ho used
his sUng for tho purpose, of slaying
Goliath.

"Tho Jig Is, of course, fastened to
a coll of cod line, so that the seal
when hooked nviy bo liauled ashore.
Tho Jig Is thrown over tho seal,
hauled buck In wllhlu u Tow Inches
of Ills body nnd given a, Jerk, which
usually sinks tho sharp hooks Into
tils hide and ho is hauled onto tho
lee.
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turned to power by a comfortable ma-
jority.

Count Okuma's own personality
proved the greatest Influence in turn-
ing votes. From the day of his re-

turn to power a year ago, following a

LOST STEFANSSON PARTY WITH HYDROAEROPLANES
"We had n lunch of chocolate, pem-mlc-

and biscuits. Stefansson Is
taking both rifles, leaving us without
any on the way to shore. However,
we aro inking about thirty days ra-

tions for men and dogs, and If wo
do not get to shore in that time we
ought to starve.

"Stefansson finished writing tiic vari-
ous letters that he could have dictated
in two hours to me, Instead of wasting
two days here writing them, and soon
after lunch we loaded the sleds. I
took several pictures of 'Camp Sepa-
ration' and the sleds after they were
loaded. I wanted to take a photo-
graph of Stefansson shaking hands
with each man of the support party,
but he would not borher; said It would
be too theatrical a pose.

"We aro taking two and one-ha- lf

bundle of fish nnd some oatmeal and
lard for tho dogs, and plenty of every-
thing except pemmlcan for ourselves.
They are taking all but twelve pounds
of the pemmlcan, as their fuel will

The Karluk before being

Count Okuma.

long retirement, he has spoken In pub-
lic to large gatherings all over the
country, lie is a most llucnt orator
and as his public service goes back to
(he restoration fifty years ago it can
readily be understood that he is no

not last long. Ours will probably last
ten days, and wo ought to Ira ashore
In that time.

"Crawford, who took Capt. Bernard's
place nfter ho was Injured, Is to havo
charge of the returning party, Johan-se- n

Is to have twenty hours at his dis-
posal for scientific .research, and at
the samo time we are to travel as
rapidly as possible, duo south, so as
to reach shoro before a southeast or
southwest wind comes along and blows
us out to sea, ns It did off Martin's
Point.

"Stefansson called us all Into tho
tent at ono time and another for
general nnd specific Instructions, and
Just before starting called In Craw-
ford, Jnhanscn nnd mo at one time
and read tho written Instructions that
Crnwford is to bo governed by.

"I then reminded him of something
he had forgotten to write to Dr. An-

dersen about, and tho start was de-

layed another half hour. We finally
started at 4 35.

crushed in the ice about eighty

unworthy foe in tho political combats
of his land.

Count Okuma's position in the pres-
ent war also won him the united sup-
port of all classes. Ills stimulation of
the campaign against the German

"Stefansson accompanied us a little
way, then returned to camp, as his
sled was about ready. Johansen was
to take soundings every half mile or
so whllo on tho edge of the shelf, but
ho did not attempt to do so. Wo
went south about half a mile and
stopped nt tho lead there and Johan-
sen prepared to take his first sounding.
He has only about 145 fathoms of line,
so I do not seo how he is going to
reach tottom.

"When we stopped Crawford went
to the edgo of the Ice to test its
strength nnd lost his Ice spear In the
lead. He then went to look for a
trail over n pressure ridge, whllo Jo-
hansen mado his preparations. After
ho had gone the handle of the spear
appeared about six Inches above tho
water, nnd I immediately tied a dog
chain to twenty fathoms of Johan-sen'- s

sounding line and tried to lasso
this valuable piece of road cutting
machinery,

"After I had made half a dozen

miles from Wrangel Island.

McCONNELL'S PLAN OF HYDROAEROPLANE SEARCH.
Section of Arctic map (after Harris, April 7, 1914, on Ico northeast of this scientific study of the Ksklmo thero, of

American Museum Journal), shows point. Tho drift would carry him tho copper deposits, &c.
proposed toaso for nlr machines at west toward Wrangel Island. 3. Karluk frozen In tho Ico packWrnngel Island. Arrows show pro- - 1, One of tho bases of supplies broko away and drifted westward,
posed fanlike method of prosecuting where a email vessel was left, September 23, 1913, leaving Stefansson
the search. Dark shaded portion Is 2, Winter quarters 1914-1- 5 of tho and hunting party stranded on shore,
territory Hteransson proposed to cover southern and party under It. M. An- - 4. Knrluk crushed in tho Ico pack
on his trip. derson, having proceeded to this po- - nnd sank, January 10, 1914, Twelve

Point Stefansson nnd two eltlon with two small vessels of tho survivors rescued from Wrangel
last seen by McConnell, expedition In tho summer of 1914 for nnd, September 7, 1914.

Leaders of Yamamoto party, which lost.

fortress at Klao-cho- w and the triumph
of Japanese arms which eliminated
Germany from tho Orient struck a
popular chord and mado him practi-
cally Impregnable In his position.

His Foreign Minister, Baron Kato,

casts and bad got tho range, about
forty feet, tho dogs suddenly took a
notion to start, and off they went
beforo either of us could stop them. I
dropped the line and ran to stop
them, and It sank, so Johansen now
has only about 125 fathoms. He could
not reach bottom with this, so wo pro-
ceeded, after having lost a spear and
the line.

"Stefansson started at 5 P. M. I
watched them through the glasses.
Tho last I saw of Stefansson was
when he topped a pressure ridge. He

PLAN FEASIBLE, SAYS EXPERT
II IIKVtlY WOODIIIR'Si:,

Governor of the .erii Club of
Anirrlea nnil llilltor of "Kl Inn."
In reply to n request for an opinion

as to the practicability of Mr.
plan for rescuing his former

comrades by the aid of aeroplanes, I
would say that the governors of the
Aero Club of America received a let-

ter from Mr. McConnell giving his
plan In detail.

After carefully considering the
plans, nnd after Mr. Hawley, president
of the club, had conferred with sev-
eral Arctic explorers regarding their
feasibility, the plans were approved In
their entirety, sanctioned by the Aero
Club of America, and Mr. McConnell
was notified to that effect.

One of the most popular of the mis-
conceptions about the Arctic is that
even In the summer time It Is too cold
for tlylng. On the contrary, the
weather In the region which would
be covered by Hying boats In searching
for Vllhjalmur Stefansson and his men
Is not nt all severe. From May 25 to
September 15 the weather would be
Meal for a search of the surface of
the Arctic Ocean, because for a ma-
jority of those weeks the aviators
would have the decided advantage of
an average of eighteen hours of day-
light dally.

The Hying boats necessary for this
sort of wok would have to bo espe-
cially designed, but their manufacture
would not entail problems that could
not i solved by any of the well known
constructors.

As a matter of fact, the present day
aeroplane can 1h tlown in any kind of
weather, Including tho coldest. Hun-
dreds of aeroplanes havo tlown dally
in tho past winter. In weather qulto as
cold as one will find In the Arctic, and
In conditions war conditions much
more trying than any to be found In
the Arctic regl 'lis. since the prospect
of being compelled to make an en-
forced landing at some, little, distance
from one's base In the Arctic does not
Involve luilf as much danger as being

l'lmton ropyrlKlit by the
Hunsi't Motion Picture Co.

Rescue ship King and Winge.

forced to land where thousands of
anti-aircra- ft guns aro ready to llro on
one's aeroplane.

For such an expedition as Mr.
contemplates, however, aero-

planes capable of meeting every pos-

sible adverse weather contingency can
bo constructed, aH somo havo been by
tho Curtlss Company for tho Italian
navy, with a cabinllke body to pro-
tect tho aviator and observer from
inclement weather With m'h nn ar-
rangement, using tho exhaust of tho
motor to heat tho Interior of tho body,
tho aviator and olwerver could tly
moro comfortably tliam they could

and his Navy Minister, Admir.i. Va.
shlro, share Ills popularity to a lare
extent, thu latter particularly having
won many friends through his firm-
ness In dealing with tho recent t,.ivy
scandals .

did not look lehlnd or wave h's liand
nor did his companions, as tlu- - p.i.ed
from view."

The accompanying lllustr ition have
been furnished through the 'urvsy
of the Sunset Motion Picture Com-
pany, which had an operator in the
Arctic whilo the Steifansson fxpeili.
tlon was at its greatest nctiv.t. The
films then obtained were
brought .back to civilization, anil p. ins
aro now under way to have them
shown In New York before r!.ty are
taken elsewhere.

possibly travel by any other m ins
However, tho weather condit s m
tho Arctic from May to Sep'm er
aro not unlike tho.--e of New Vrk in
lato September, so no such

aro necessary.
As two-thir- of tho area b

searched would in all llkel.h 1 be
open water, a regular serine
equipped with the device used - me
of tho United States navy Hying ' lis
and which enables the aviator ,nl
at will on either land or water w M
bo required. This machine, w . . .a

called the O W U (over w.i ii;J
land) was not adopted for per" '. nt
use by the United States naw
the equipment necessity to er ' '0
alight on land decreasvd Its a r h .

ness. Hut In tliLs Instatne 1 i"
speed range is not Mcnti.il .' f .1

speed of morn than fifty m
hour Is not wanted, so the V ' '.
of water aeroplane would U r

requirement. However, aim
typo of Hying boat could ! ,

with sled runners for l.m I

tho ice.
Hecause of the uncertain'

currents in the Arctic an t

of tho various winds upor.
ing Ice fields, on which it .s
tho men will be found. It u . :

sary to search, eheckerl'.'.ir l

a strip of the Arctic v.an .
wide and extending from
Island, Siberia, to Her- -
Canada, approximately vm i;

In order to do this w ,i i

of stitllclency three fiing .

be neressary, two to tly d.i
other to bo kept In re.--.

base. The aviator and oh-
sweep the surface of the :

with powerful glasses c. i - .

20 miles wide and 20o ;i.

each day. The machiius
equipped with wireless w

areoplanes has a range ;

miles), so that in the ei
accident or of the fimllni:
the news could be comn
the base.

The water aeroplane h

to this problem. In this .

sledges and ships and
means of travel used by
plorers and relief expt l.'
be of no avail, the area t . '

Is too great. Hut a w.u. r ,

capable of (lying 100 tin --

an aviator and observer. ,

with the proper means f t
will on either water or lev
doubtedly find these men
to bo found.

At present the Aero i

cupled with nationwide i"
had been mapped out l t

Connell's plans were hro .

nttention, nnd cannot t!.' :

financial aid to tho projec-
ts no doubt in our
tho plan Is perfectly fensi!
Is certainly tin question t'
ought to be made for t

men.
It Is understood of i'.ui'

plan would have to be ch.in
If the expedition were t"
American one the st.it
would be changed from
l, to either San Francis,

hut tho plan remains I

tho same. The region fr
burno to Point Harrow
searched, becaut repni-vicinit- y

of Point Harrow
tho ico has not ni.ed
ing tho winter and that i

therefore be norm of n.

lino drawn from Wmi, '

Herschel Islam).
Mr. MeC'onnell's preitu t '

ing tho fate of the Karluk '

drift and the predicament
tho members of her crew n.

ually find themselves wf
ably accurate. It seems, f .

tho twelve survivors who "

cued last September by ( i: --

owo their lives to the fa, '

McConnell kicked over t!.

Government traces and in
son to proceed Independi
other boats that were tr
their rescue.


